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Stop, Collaborate, 
and Listen

Essential Practices for Improving Outcomes 
for the D/HH child on your caseload

Candace Scearce, M.S., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVEd
Kristen DeLauney, Au.D., CCC-A

Laura Kitchen, M.S. Ed
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MEET THE TEAM

Candace Scearce

M S  C C C - S L P ,  L S L S  C e r t .  A V E d

S p e e c h - L a n g u a g e  P a t h o lo g is t
L is t e n in g  a d n  S p o k e n  L a n g u a g e  

S p e c ia l is t

Kristen DeLauney

A u .D . ,  C C C - A

D ir e c t o r  o f  A u d io lo g y
E d u c a t io n a l  A u d io lo g is t

Laura Kitchen

M .S .  E d .

T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  D e a f
G e n e r a l  E d u c a t io n  E le m e n t a r y  

T e a c h e r

SLP AUD TOD

F i n a n c i a l  D i s c l o s u r e :  I  a m  a  s a la r ie d  
e m p lo y e e  o f  A I D B  a n d  a n  A B E S P A  B o a r d  

M e m b e r .  N o n - f i n a n c i a l :  N o n e .
F i n a n c i a l  D i s c l o s u r e :  I  a m  a  s a la r ie d  
e m p lo y e e  o f  A I D B .  N o n - f i n a n c i a l :  N o n e .

F i n a n c i a l  D i s c l o s u r e :  I  a m  a  s a la r ie d  
e m p lo y e e  o f  A I D B .  N o n - f i n a n c i a l :  N o n e .
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learners  w ill  be  ab le  to  expla in  
effective  m anagem ent, p lanning, and  

program m ing to  prom ote  accelerated  
progress for D /H H  learners
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Learners will discuss the roles and 
responsibilities of team members 
and effective ways to collaborate 
with members of the team.
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Learners will be able to create a plan for
catch-up growth by calculating current rate 
of progress and making predictions of what 
outcomes will look like over time, thus 
determining what it will take to close those 
gaps.
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To prepare individuals to reach their limitless potential by 
providing superior staff, facilities, training, and programs.

To transform the lives of those we serve beyond all 
expectations.

To be the recognized leader of diverse residential and community-based 
education, rehabilitation, and employment programs that prepare individuals 

who are Deaf, Blind, DeafBlind, and multidisabled to reach their potential in 

education, independence, and career.

Our Mission

Our Purpose

Our Vision

www.aidb.org
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THE AIDB STORY
Founded in 1858, AIDB serves more than 31,000 infants, 
toddlers, children, adults and seniors with hearing and 

vision loss throughout Alabama each year.

O u r se rvice s lite rally  sp an  a  life tim e  in clu d in g  five  
cam p u se s in  T allad e g a, an d  te n  re g io n al ce n te rs 

acro ss th e  state . 

AIDB provides Outreach Services to students who are 
deaf, blind or deafblind and their teachers and 

p are n ts in  p u b lic  sch o o ls th ro u g h o u t th e  state .

T h e  A lab am a In d u strie s fo r th e  B lin d  e m p lo ys m o re  
th an  2 0 0  b lin d  an d  d e af ad u lts in  a  d ive rse  

m an u factu rin g  facility. 

AIDB’s Instructional Resource Center for the Blind 
provides Braille and large-print books, materials and other 

services to all blind and  visually impaired students in 
Alabama.

A ID B ’s R e g io n al C e n te rs o ffe r a  life lo n g  co n tin u u m  o f 
se rv ice s fo r p e o p le  w ith  h e arin g  an d  v isio n  lo ss – 

fro m  in fan ts an d  to d d le rs to  se n io r citize n s. 

www.aidb.org
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AIDB’S LISTENING AND SPOKEN 
LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Founded in March 2012 and housed at Alabama School 
for the Deaf in Talladega, AL

R ic h  L a n g ua g e  a n d  A ud ito ry L e a rn in g  E n viro n m e n t
S m a ll S tud e n t to  T e a c h e r R a tio  

Plans post graduation from  LSLP

A sse ssm e n t a n d  D a ta

Eligibility Criteria

P are n t P articip atio n  an d  C o m m itm e n t

www.aidb.org/lslp
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Critical Thinking
Creativity & Imagination

Analytical Thinking

Actions, Ethics, 
Accountability

Problem Solving

Global and Cultural 
Awareness

Leardership

*Communication
Collaboration

*Literacy

PREPARING CHILDREN FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

The Must Have 21st Century Skills for Kids
 - Robo Wunderkind, 2021
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“IN THE US, PUBLIC SCHOOLS DELIVER 85% OR 
MORE OF THEIR CURRICULUM BY READING 

TEXTBOOKS, WHITEBOARDS, WORKSHEETS, AND 
COMPUTER SCREENS. STUDENTS MUST READ 
WELL TO DO WELL. IT MATTERS LITTLE WHAT 
ELSE THEY LEARN IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IF 

THEY DO NOT LEARN TO READ AT GRADE LEVEL” 
(P. 48, FIELDING ET.AL., 2007)
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H is t o r ic a l ly ,  c h i ld r e n  w it h  H L  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  h ig h  s c h o o l  

w it h  r e a d in g  s k i l ls  t y p ic a l ly  a c h ie v e d  b y  c h i ld r e n  w it h  

t y p ic a l  h e a r in g  b y  fo u r t h  g r a d e ,  M a n y  r e a d  b e lo w  t h e  4 t h  

g r a d e  le v e l .

Poor reading ability has negatively 
affected academic achievement. 

R e a d in g  d e f ic its  s h o w n  b y  th e  D /H H  p o p u la tio n  a re  l ik e ly  to  

h a ve  a n  in c re a s in g ly  s ig n if ic a n t im p a c t o n  th e ir  e d u c a tio n a l 

a tta in m e n t a n d  s u b s e q u e n t e m p lo ym e n t o p p o rtu n it ie s

WHAT ABOUT 
CHILDREN WHO 
ARE DEAF/HH?

Allen, 1994; Traxler, 2000; 
Conrad, 1977; Qi & Mitchell, 
2012; Worsfiel et al, 2018
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“Shoot for the Moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars” 
-Les Brown

“
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“Shoot for the Moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars” 
-Les Brown

IF you want the student to graduate high school 
successfully, THEN the student in preschool will need to:

12
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“Shoot for the Moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars” 
-Les Brown
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TOOLS TO PROMOTE LEARNING 
AND GROWTH
One tool is not enough. 

Delayed learners need the WHOLE toolbox. 
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“LK” CA 5;0 HA 4;0 LA 1;8-2;6 

CASE STUDY
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MAY 13, 2022 
CASE STUDY
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BINAURAL CIS

• LAST MAPPING SESSION WAS JUNE 2023 

• Thresholds 15-20 dBHL across 250-8000 Hz

• SPEECH PERCEPTION 92% IN QUIET USING WIPI

AUDIOLOGICAL
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CONDUCT DIAGNOSTIC TESTING

ANALYZE THE DATA

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A LONG-TERM PLAN TO CLOSE 
THE GAP.

MONITOR PROGRESS REGULARLY

RE-TEST AT LEAST ANNUALLY

ASSESSMENT

18
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DATA FROM LANGUAGE PORTION OF LAP-D:
CA      LA CA-LA Gap   GradE

                                 3;0    30m       -6mo              P3
                                 4;0    30m       -1;6                  P4
                                 5;0    36m       -2;0                 Kg

Data from EOWPVT:
CA  LA CA-LA Gap    Grade

                                 3;0    <1;0        >2-0                P3
                                 4;0     1;2         -2;10                P4
                                 5;0     1;8         -3;4                 Kg

Data from CELF:P-3:
                                  CA LA CA-LA Gap   Grade
                                  3;0  No data   No data     P3
                                  4;0   <3-0        >1;0                P4
                                  5;0   <3-0        >2;0               Kg
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PROJECTEd Data for EOWPVT:
                            CA    LA CA-LA Gap    Grade
                            6;0   2;2      -3;10                1st
                            7;0   2;8      -4;4                  2nd
                            8;0   3;2      -4;10                3rd
                            9;0   3;8      -5;4                  4th
                            10;0  4;2      -5;10                5th

23

Typical Vocabulary Development 12-60 months...(Owens, 1996)

Age                              Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary

12 months of age                                 1st word(s)
18 months                                            20-100 words
2 years                                                 300 words
3 years                                                 900 words
4 years                                                 1500 words
5 years                                                 2500
6+ years                        Must learn at least 1500 new words per year

24
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Do the Math!

Present Level 

Six Months Progress 

Projected Level each year
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Typical Vocabulary Development 12-60 months...(Owens, 1996)

Age                              Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary

12 months of age                                 1st word(s)
18 months                                            20-100 words
2 years                                                 300 words
3 years                                                 900 words
4 years                                                 1500 words
5 years                                                 2500
6+ years                        Must learn at least 1500 new words per year
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2

27
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400                                   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400                                   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400                                   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400                                   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2
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Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary 
with the anticipated growth of 6 months each year:

CA           Exp Words (typical)             Exp Words (projected)             LA
     
6;0                  4000                                                 400                                   2;2
                     
7;0                   5500                                                 700                                   2;8
        
8;0                  7000                                                 1000                                 3;2
                       
9;0                  8500                                                 1300                                 3;8
                 
10;0                10000                                               1666                                 4;2
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Current Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

   CA           Exp Words (typical)           Exp Words (Data)   
   3;0                      1000                                 0
   4;0                      1600                                 10
   5;0                      2350                                132

33
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Current Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

   CA           Exp Words (typical)           Exp Words (Data)   
   3;0                      1000                                 0
   4;0                      1600                                 10
   5;0                      2350                                132

Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

CA             Exp Words (typical)              Exp Words (projected)     
6;0                       4000                                     400
7;0                        5500                                     700
8;0                        7000                                     1000  
9;0                        8500                                     1300
10;0                      10000                                    1666
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Current Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

   CA           Exp Words (typical)           Exp Words (Data)   
   3;0                      1000                                 0
   4;0                      1600                                 10
   5;0                      2350                                132

Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

CA             Exp Words (typical)              Exp Words (projected)     
6;0                       4000                                     400
7;0                        5500                                     700
8;0                        7000                                     1000  
9;0                        8500                                     1300
10;0                      10000                                    1666
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Current Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

   CA           Exp Words (typical)           Exp Words (Data)   
   3;0                      1000                                 0
   4;0                      1600                                 10
   5;0                      2350                                132

Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

CA             Exp Words (typical)              Exp Words (projected)     
6;0                       4000                                     400
7;0                        5500                                     700
8;0                        7000                                     1000  
9;0                        8500                                     1300
10;0                      10000                                    1666
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“Shoot for the Moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars” 
-Les Brown

“

37

LONG-TERM PLANNING

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

WHAT ARE THE COMPONENTS?

38

Dates:
C.A.
Grade Current Gap

Language Age Goal 
(to reduce the gap)

CASLLS Goal 
(to reduce the 
gap)

Vocabulary Age 
Goal (to reduce 
the gap)

Services and 
Placement

Beth-Walker Wooten

39
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Thinking 
Backwards

40

Beth-Walker Wooten

41
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PROJECTEd Data for EOWPVT:
                            CA    LA CA-LA Gap    Grade
                            6;0   2;2      -3;10                1st
                            7;0   2;8      -4;4                  2nd
                            8;0   3;2      -4;10                3rd
                            9;0   3;8      -5;4                  4th
                            10;0  4;2      -5;10                5th
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Current Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

   CA           Exp Words (typical)           Exp Words (Data)   
   3;0                      1000                                 0
   4;0                      1600                                 10
   5;0                      2350                                132

Projected Approximate Words in Expressive Vocabulary:

CA             Exp Words (typical)              Exp Words (projected)     
6;0                       4000                                     400
7;0                        5500                                     700
8;0                        7000                                     1000  
9;0                        8500                                     1300
10;0                      10000                                    1666
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“LK”  CA 6;2 HA 5;2 LA 4;0-4;6 

CASE STUDY
(AT THE START OF THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR)

48
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Assessments Date Raw Score Standard Score Percentile Rank Age Equivalent

GFTA-3 3/9/23 59 40 <0.1 2:4-2:5

ROWPVT 3/7/23 46 77 6% 3-9

EOWPVT 3/7/23 41 74 4% 3-6

CELF:P2 CLI 3/7/23 59 0.3%

CELF:P2 RLI 3/7/23 67 1%

CELF:P2 ELI 3/7/23 60 0.4%

BRACKEN- RTC 3/6/23 74 4%

BRACKEN- SRC 3/6/23 83 13%

LAPD- FMM 3/8/23 20% 58 mo

LAPD- FMW 3/8/23 35% 64 mo

LAPD- CM 3/8/23 17% 57 mo

LAPD- CC 3/8/23 19% 57 mo

LAPD- LN 3/8/23 1% 43 mo

LAPD- LC 3/8/23 2% 53 mo

2023-2024 School Year

49

JANUARY 10, 2023 
CASE STUDY
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“CHILDREN NEED INCREASED DIRECT INSTRUCTIONAL 
TIME, I.E. ONE HOUR DAILY FOR EVERY YEAR OF DELAY” 

3 YEAR DELAY = 3 HOURS DIRECT INSTRUCTION DAILY

FIELDING, L., KERR, N. & ROSIER, P. (2007). ANNUAL GROWTH FOR ALL STUDENTS, CATCH-UP GROWTH FOR THOSE WHO ARE
BEHIND. KENNEWICK, WA: THE READING FOUNDATION/NEW FOUNDATION PRESS.

51
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TEAM

52

COLLABORATION IS KEY

Roles & Responsibilites

Although there is some overlap, there 
are specific jobs for which each 

profession is responsible.

Research

What does the research say about 
deaf and hard-of-hearing students in 

mainstream education?

#EdAudAdvocacy

How to educate parents, 
professionals, and other audioogists 
about educational audiology services.

Hearing Assistive Technology

Successful learning in classrooms is 
highly dependent on the acoustical 
environment in which the learning occurs

A n A udiologist’s  Perspective

53

RESEARCH

HEARING AIDS NOT 
OPTIMAL

CHILDREN ON IEP 
WITH HEARING LOSS

STUDENTS WITH NON-
FUNCTIONING DEVICES

Meyer, K (2019). How to advocate for education audiology. AudiologyOnline, Article 26090. Retrieved from https://audiologyonline.com
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OUTCOMES OF CHILDREN WITH HEARING LOSS

Figure 1. Frequency of communication with audiologists by profession (Page et al., 2018).
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DAILY 
DEVICE 
CHECKS

• School nurses, SLPs, principals, 
guidance counselors, special 
education teachers, teacher 
aids, etc.

• Document daily checks - be 
explicit with the process to get 
the child up and running with 
their technology

• The person who is trained 
needs to be trained by 
someone who knows how to 
check hearing aids!

• Often defaults to the SLP - let’s 
give our colleagues permission 
to admit they need additional 
training and support in this 
area.

• LMH - Ling, Madell, Hewitt or 
low, mid, and high frequency 
test.

56

REMOTE 
MICROPHONE 

HEARING 
ASSISTIVE 

TECHNOLOGY 
(RM-HAT)

57
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ACOUSTIC 
ENVIRONMENT

Reduces 
speech 
audibilit
y Decreases 

speech

perception 
Increases 
listening
effort

W eakens
com m nicatio

n

& learning Slower 
pace of
learning
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01 - BRANDING
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@ Home

Better communication skills and 
higher-level language skills

Increased Input

Increases how many words a 
child hears by 42%.

Positive Changes

Improved attention, 
commuication, speech, 

independance, and confidence.

Our Responsibility

Audiologists are the 
professionals singularly qualified 

to select and fit RM-HAT.

REMOTE MICROPHONES: 
NOT JUST FOR SCHOOL!

60
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ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

S L P CLINIC 
AUD

E D  
A U D

T O D PARENT

61

h ttp s :/ / e d a u d .o r g / p o s it io n - s ta te m e n ts /
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ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Educational 
Audiologist

Evaluation and fitting for personal 

hearing instruments, classroom, 
and other hearing assistive 

technology.

Speech-Language 

Pathologist

Evaluation of current speech 

production skills including 
articulation, fluency, voice, and 

resonance, as appropriate for the 

student’s preferred language and 
communication mode.

Teacher of the 

Deaf/HH

Specialized academic instruction 

to include preview and review of 
academic material to help optimize 

learning.

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (2004). Roles of speech-language pathologists and teachers of children who are deaf 
and hard of hearing in the development of communicative and linguistic competence [Position Statement]. Available from 

www.asha.org/policy.

63

https://edaud.org/position-statements/
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CLINICAL AUDIOLOGISTS

RECOMMENDATONS

RESOURCES

Students with hearing loss represent only 1% of the 
population of children on IEPs. We’re not on special 
education directors’ radar at all. We need to be assertive 
to get them to understand the needs of our children.

“Hearing assistive technology (HAT) is recommended to 
access the curriculum. Consultation in the school from 
an educational audiologist is recommended to select 
and fit appropriate HAT technology.”

Parents have a lot of power. They can make effective 
change when they know what to advocate for. Don’t 
accept the excuse, “We don’t have that service here.” - 
That’s not how special education works!

Meyer, K (2019). How to advocate for education audiology. AudiologyOnline, Article 26090. Retrieved from https://audiologyonline.com
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h ttp s :/ / e d a u d .o r g / p o s it io n - s ta te m e n ts /
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#EdAudAdvocacy

Meyer, K (2019). How to advocate for education audiology. AudiologyOnline, Article 26090. Retrieved from https://audiologyonline.com

Support the movement!

Wrightslaw Educational Audiology 
Association

Raising and Educating Deaf Children
“Optimizing Outcomes for 
Students who are Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing”

66

https://edaud.org/position-statements/
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CATCH UP GROWTH: 

START WITH “THE WHY”

MAXIMIZE DAILY ROUTINES

NATURAL NOT DRILL

BACK TO BASICS

69
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“Shoot for the Moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars” 
-Les Brown

“

70

“THE SENSE OF URGENCY, AND OF IRREPLACEABLE 
TIME BEING LOST, MUST PERMEATE ALL OF OUR 

EFFORTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN. 

-MARK ROSS

71

Thank you
for attending Essential Practices for Improving 

Outcomes 
for the D/HH child on your caseload

Candace Scearce, M.S., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVEd
Scearce.Candace@aidb.org

Kristen DeLauney, Au.D., CCC-A
DeLauney.Kristen@aidb.org

Laura Kitchen, M.S. Ed
Kitchen.Laura@aidb.org

Questions?

72


